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DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE STAFF REPORT 
  
Site:     96 Broadway 
Case:      HPC 2019.001 
Applicant Name:   Landera Development, LLC 
Date of Application:   January 7, 2019   
Recommendation: Not Significant  
Hearing Date:    February 19, 2019 continued from January 15, 2019 
 
 

 
I. Historical Association  
 

Architectural Description:  96 Broadway is a 
front gable 2 ½-story single family house in 
the side hall entry plan. The building has vinyl 
siding and replacement windows. The front 
entry door and side lights are also modern.  
 
Historical Context: The house appears on the 
1874 Hopkins Atlas shown to the ownership 
of George Foster, George Foster, brick 
manufacturer lived at 32 Bonair Street. The 
next owner Oliver S. Foster was also noted as 
a brick manufacturer and as a teamster. He 
lived on Cutter near Broadway. Therefore this 
was rental property. 
 
For details on the tenants and 20th century 
owners see attached research table. Jane 
O’Brien, widow owned 96 Broadway from around 1910 through 1920. One resident of the 
building, Rene J. Charest (1932) was arrested after 7 break-ins involving the use of a hatchet to 
break down the doors. Two obituaries were found for two women who lived in 96 Broadway. 
Edna Perry’s obituary (1958) gave little more than genealogical information. However Louise 
Marciello, who died in 1983 graduated from the Boston Conservatory, was a locally noted pianist 
and had her own orchestra in the 1940s, probably prior to her marriage.  

 
Summary:  The maps clearly show the evolution of a residential neighborhood a long a major 
thoroughfare to a commercial district with some residential remaining interspersed with 
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storefronts or having acquired store fronts. 96 Broadway, was rental property tenanted by a 
variety of blue-collar workers and their families. While there were several tenants associated with 
the railways or streetcars none were noted elsewhere in the historic record. While Louise 
Marciello mentioned above is of interest, her home did not play a role in the local renown of her 
orchestra. The house has been altered and retains little of its historic character beyond its massing 
and form. The surrounding streetscape does retain some relationship to the house as it was 
originally constructed. 

 
Findings on Historical Association 
 
For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next section. 
 
(a)  In accordance with the historic information obtained from Findings on Historical 
Association, which utilizes historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit 
research, and through an examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as 
Somerville Past and Present, Staff do NOT find 96 Broadway to be importantly associated with 
one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, political, 
economic or social history of the City or the Commonwealth.   
 
While Louise Marciello mentioned above is of interest, her home did not play a role in the local 
renown of her orchestra. The house has been altered and retains little of its historic character 
beyond its massing and form. The surrounding streetscape does retain some relationship to the 
house as it was originally constructed. 

 
 
II. Historical and Architectural Significance 
 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder 
of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). 
 
The period of significance for 96 Broadway would have begun with its construction. However 
numerous alterations and no known historic associations with particular people or events, nor 
strong associations with periods of immigration for a particular group of people make it difficult 
to give this structure any particular period of note. . Staff was unable to find the names of the 
businesses that replace the housing. 

 
Integrity 
The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey 
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the 
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification 
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property 
to convey significance.  

a. Location:  The building has not been moved. It is located on Broadway, a major local 
artery surrounded by a mix of residential and commercial structures. 

b. Design:  The design is a simple rectangle with gable.  

c. Materials:  The building is wood-frame construction with vinyl siding and replacement 
windows. The roof is asphalt shingle. 
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d. Alterations:  The vinyl siding and replacement windows. The front entry is also changed 
somewhat. 

Evaluation of Integrity: The building retains the form and function of a storefront. The 
building has no architectural integrity having undergone numerous alterations. The most 
recent within the 21st century. 

 
Evaluation of Integrity: The building is not architecturally distinguished and does not 
epitomize any particular time or place. 

 
Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance 
 
For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous 
section.  

 
(b)  In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect 
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as 
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff do NOT find 96 
Broadway historically or architecturally significant.   

 
The subject building not is found historically and architecturally significant because it has no 
architecturally distinction and does not epitomize any particular time or place. 
 
 

 
III. Recommendation 
 

Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit 
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires 
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance, 
conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance.  This report may be 
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional 
information provided to Staff or through further research. 
 
For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National 
Register or (B) at least 50 years old. 
 
(A)  The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National 
Register. 

      OR 
(B)  The structure, circa 1957, is at least 50 years old. 
 

AND 
 

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either 
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant.   
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(a) In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic 
maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through 
an examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend 
that the Historic Preservation Commission find 96 Broadway importantly 
associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad 
architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City or the 
Commonwealth.   

While Louise Marciello mentioned above is of interest, her home did not play a role in the local renown 
of her orchestra during the 1940s during which time she did not live at or own 96 Broadway. The house 
has been altered and retains little of its historic character beyond its massing and form. The surrounding 
streetscape does retain some relationship to the house as it was originally constructed but is also in 
transition. 
 

      OR 
(b)  In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed 
architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, 
as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff recommend that the 
Historic Preservation Commission NOT find 96 Broadway historically and 
architecturally significant.   

The subject building not is found historically and architecturally significant because it has no 
architecturally distinction and does not epitomize any particular time or place. 
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1849 Plan of land owned by Edward Cutter 

1874 Hopkins Atlas Plate 14-15 

1895 Bromley Atlas Plate 10 
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1900 Stadly Plate 12 

1925 Sanborn Plate 102 

1958 Sanborn Plate 51  
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96 Broadway Charles W.A. Brown Driver, Steamer, Navy Yard, Chas'n 1879 City Directory
96 Broadway Charles W.A. Brown Driver, Steamer, Navy Yard, Chas'n 1881 City Directory
96 Broadway John Arthur Hart Conductor, M.R. Co. 1883 City Directory
96 Broadway Mary B. Carter Widow 1883 City Directory
96 Broadway Milton A. Carter Conductor, M.R.R. 1883 City Directory
96 Broadway Susan Hart Widow 1883 City Directory
96 Broadway Susan Hart Widow 1884 City Directory
96 Broadway Wilson Burns 1884 City Directory
96 Broadway H.E. Rolfe Professor of Music 1887 City Directory
96 Broadway John Lord Salesman, 440 Washington St, Boston 1887 City Directory
96 Broadway Mrs. A.J. Brown Dressmaker 1887 City Directory
96 Broadway Sarah E. Lord Widow 1887 City Directory
96 Broadway Charles E. Hardnbrook Machinist 1890 City Directory
96 Broadway Franklin Tompkins Plumber 1890 City Directory
96 Broadway Franklin Tompkins Agent 1892 City Directory
96 Broadway Harry J. Hughes Switchman, B&M RR 1893 City Directory
96 Broadway Willard W. Burbank Motorman 1893 City Directory
96 Broadway William Harvey Clerk, South Boston 1893 City Directory
96 Broadway William H. Harvey Clerk, South Boston 1894 City Directory
96 Broadway William T. Hardy Car Conductor 1894 City Directory
96 Broadway William Tarrant Car Conductor 1894 City Directory
96 Broadway William F. Tasker Car Conductor 1895 City Directory
96 Broadway William H. Harvey Clerk 1895 City Directory
96 Broadway William F. Tasker Salesman 1897 City Directory
96 Broadway George McKenzie Stableman 1898 City Directory
96 Broadway Mrs. Jessie C. Nellinger 1898 City Directory
96 Broadway Mrs. Jessie C. Nellinger 1899 City Directory
96 Broadway Parker B. Brown Clerk 1900 City Directory

300/366 96 Broadway R Parker B. Brown (head) 38 Salesman Canada 1900 US Census
300/366 96 Broadway Nellie M. Brown (wife) 27 Massachusetts 1900 US Census
300/366 96 Broadway Elmer P. Brown (son) 1 Massachusetts 1900 US Census
300/367 96 Broadway R John B. Neulimer (head) 68 Tailor Germany 1900 US Census
300/367 96 Broadway Jessie C. Neulimer (wife) 57 Massachusetts 1900 US Census
300/367 96 Broadway Clara Neulimer (daughter) 30 Massachusetts 1900 US Census

96 Broadway John P. Nellinger 1902 City Directory
96 Broadway Robert J. Spencer Iron Molder 1902 City Directory

96 Broadway J. Cargin 1904-1-142 Building Permit
Erect 1 wood 2-family, pitched 
roof

96 Broadway Clara Nellinger Clerk, Boston 1905 City Directory
96 Broadway Jessie C. Nellinger Widow 1905 City Directory
96 Broadway Joseph Francis Clerk, Boston 1905 City Directory
96 Broadway Arthur Francis Clerk, Boston 1906 City Directory
96 Broadway Edward Francis Steam Fitter 1906 City Directory
96 Broadway Joseph Francis Clerk, Boston 1906 City Directory
96 Broadway Joseph Francis Clerk 1907 City Directory
96 Broadway Joseph E. Francis Clerk, Boston 1908 City Directory
96 Broadway Edward B. Francis Steam Fitter 1909 City Directory
96 Broadway Isaac M. Atwood Clerk, Boston 1910 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1910 City Directory
96 Broadway Lyons T. MacKenna Clerk, Boston 1910 City Directory
96 Broadway O Jane O'Brien (head) 55 Ireland, Irish 1870 1910 US Census
96 Broadway Saddie A. Reardon (sister) 45 Ireland, Irish 1889 1910 US Census
96 Broadway Elizabeth Irvin Widow 1911 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1911 City Directory
96 Broadway Helen Buckley 1912 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1912 City Directory
96 Broadway Lewis E. Blanchard Machinist 1912 City Directory
96 Broadway Charles T. Smith Carpenter 1913 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1913 City Directory
96 Broadway Nellie Carr Widow 1913 City Directory
96 Broadway Nora Reardon Housekeeper 1913 City Directory
96 Broadway Helen Buckley 1914 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1914 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1914 City Directory
96 Broadway John H. Carter Electrician 1914 City Directory
96 Broadway Nellie Carr Widow 1914 City Directory
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96 Broadway Nora Reardon Housekeeper 1914 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1915 City Directory
96 Broadway John Carter Electrician 1915 City Directory
96 Broadway Nora Reardon Housekeeper 1915 City Directory
96 Broadway Nora Reardon Widow 1915 City Directory
96 Broadway C. T. Meany Bowling Alley 1916 City Directory
96 Broadway Charles M. Wooley 1917 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1918 City Directory
96 Broadway Jane O'Brien Widow 1919 City Directory

145/244 96 Broadway O Jane O'Brien (head) 65 Ireland 1874; 1883 1920 USCensus
145/244 96 Broadway Nora Reardon (sister) 56 Ireland 1874 1920 USCensus
145/244 96 Broadway Gerard Prorucci (lodger) 46 Italy 1889; 1894 1920 USCensus
145/244 96 Broadway Percy P. Fraser (lodger) 29 Nova Scotia 1910 1920 USCensus
106/162 96 Broadway R William F. Fyfe Head) 25 Truck Driver, General Trucki Massachusetts 1930 US Census
106/162 96 Broadway Charlotte L. Fyfe (wife) 23 Massachusetts 1930 US Census
106/162 96 Broadway Doris M. Fyfe (sister) 17 Massachusetts 1930 US Census
106/162 96 Broadway William E. Fyfe (son) 4 Massachusetts 1930 US Census
106/162 96 Broadway Shirley L. Fyfe (daughter) 0 Massachusetts 1930 US Census

96 Broadway Alice Williams 1940 City Directory
96 Broadway Fred C. Williams Laborer 1940 City Directory

114 96 Broadway Elsie Ward (mother-in-law) 57 New Jersey 1940 US Census
114 96 Broadway R Robert Gosby (head) 36 Chauffeur, Transportation Michigan 1940 US Census
114 96 Broadway Gertrude Gosby (wife) 29 New Jersey 1940 US Census
114 96 Broadway Roberta Gosby (daughter) 10 Massachusetts 1940 US Census
114 96 Broadway Alvie Gosby (son) 6 Massachusetts 1940 US Census
115 96 Broadway Alice Williams (wife) 68 Massachusetts 1940 US Census
115 96 Broadway R Fred C. Williams (head) 62 Teamster, Transportation New York 1940 US Census
115 96 Broadway Fred Williams, Jr. (son) 36 Laborer, Farm Massachusetts 1940 US Census

96 Broadway F. Marciello 1963-1-112 Building Permit Reroof with asphalt shingles

96 Broadway M. Massa 1996-3-1196 Building Permit Replace wdws, & vinyl siding
96 Broadway Manuel V. Massa, Trustee of the Massa Irrevocable Trust Document No. 248
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"HATCHET BURGLAR" BELIEVED ARRESTED: <SPAN ...
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Aug 27, 1932; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 13
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Louise Marciello, 68
Boston Globe (1960-1987); Mar 22, 1983; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 66
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